
 
 

Common Approach to Assessment and Referral (CAARS) Taskforce 

Co-convenors: The Hon. Jenny Macklin, Minister for Families, Housing, Community 

 Services and Indigenous Affairs 

 Professor Fiona Stanley, Chair, ARACY 

Taskforce Members – Government: 

Ms Linda Apelt Department of Communities, Queensland 

 Alternate: Ms Anne Kilner 
                Ms Anna Moynihan 

  
Mr Mark Byrne  Disability, Youth, Child, and Family Services, Tasmania 

Mr Martin Hehir ACT Department of Disability, Housing & 

 Community Services 

Alternate: Mr Frank Duggan 

Ms Fiona Lander Department of Child Protection, Western Australia 

 Alternate: Mr David Cain 

Mr Allan Joy Department of Health and Families, Northern Territory Government 
 

  Ms Linda Mallett NSW Department of Community Services  

 Alternate: Ms Susan Sarlos 

  Mr Mick Naughton Department of Human Services, Victoria  

Ms Lynette Pugh Department for Families and Communities, South Australia 

  
Ms Cate McKenzie Women & Children's Policy, FaHCSIA 

 

Taskforce Members - Non-Government: 

Mr Brian Babington Families Australia 

Ms Pam Cahir Early Childhood Australia 

Ms Gillian Calvert             Former Commissioner, NSW Commission for Children and Young 

People 

Ms Debra Cerasa Royal College of Nursing Australia  

 Alternate: Ms Elissa O’Keefe 

Ms Belinda Ruth Epstein-Frisch  Institute for Family Advocacy and Leadership Development 

Ms Lesley Fraser               Australian Guidance and Counselling Association   

 Alternate: Mr Tony Harris  

A/Professor Kelsey Hegarty The Royal Australian College of General Practitioners 
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Professor Ian Hickie                Brain & Mind Research Institute  

 Alternate: Professor Stewart Einfeld         

Mr Steve Larkins Secretariat of National Aboriginal and Islander Child Care  

Professor Lyn Littlefield The Australian Psychological Society 

Ms Libby Lloyd National Council to Reduce Violence Against Women and Children  

Dr Bob Lonne Australian Association of Social Workers 

Mr Paul Mason                 Commission for Children and Young People Tasmania 

Dr Chris McAuliffe Australian General Practice Network 

 

Mr Andrew McCallum Association of Child Welfare Agencies  

Dr Jenny Proimos FRACP  Royal Australasian College of Physicians 

 Alternate: Dr Sue Packer 

  Dr Luke Rumbold Upper Murray Family Care, Family Relationship Services Australia 

Professor Dorothy Scott Australian Centre for Child Protection, University of South Australia 

 Alternate: Dr Fiona Arney 

Mr Simon Smith               Homelessness Australia 

Dr David Thomas Australian Medical Association 

Mr David Templeman Alcohol and Other Drugs Council of Australia 

Dr Joe Tucci Australian Childhood Foundation 

Mr Alan Woodward Lifeline Australia 

Ms Leonie Trimper Australian Primary Principals Association 

 Alternate: Mr Michael Nuttall 

   

Taskforce meetings are co-convened by ARACY and FaHCSIA. 

ARACY: FaHCSIA: 

Dr Lance Emerson, CEO Ms Karen Wilson, Branch Manager 

Ms Sue Ludwig, Programs Manager  Ms Michelle Weston, Section Manager  

Dr Geoff Holloway, Research Manager Ms Kerry Marshall, Assistant Section Manager 

Ms Jaya Negi, Research Project Officer www.fahcsia.gov.au  

www.aracy.org.au  

 

http://www.fahcsia.gov.au/
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